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Candidate Name J. Michael Diaz 
Position Sought King County Superior Court (incumbent) 
Home County and Legislative District King County; 46th Legislative District 
Campaign Contact Information Mailing address: 

P.O. Box 23011 
Seattle, WA, 98102 

Phone: (206) 842-2604 
Fax: None 

Website: judgemikediaz.com (forthcoming) 
Email: writeonpoint@gmail.com 
Twitter: None 
Facebook: None 

Campaign manager or point of contact POC: Susan Aranston (volunteer administrative assistant) 
Consultant(s) None 
 

Part I – Candidate Background 
Please briefly describe your qualifications, education, employment, community and civic activity, past union 
affiliation, and other relevant experience. Attach a resume with more complete history. 
 
Governor Jay Inslee appointed me to the King County Superior Court in December 2017, effective January 
22, 2018. Before that, in April 2016, President Obama nominated me to be a U.S. District Court Judge for 
the Western District of Washington. The nomination was returned to the President in January 2017, at the 
end of the 114th Congress, without Senate action. 
 
After graduating from the University of Notre Dame (BA, magna cum laude) and Cornell Law School (JD), 
I litigated complex commercial and white collar criminal matters for approximately 6 years, first at the 
international law firm of Fulbright & Jaworski LLP and then at the litigation boutique Yarmuth Wilsdon Calfo.  
I then served our country for nearly a decade as civil rights prosecutor at the United States Attorney's Office 
for the Western District of Washington, where I founded the office’s Civil Rights Program and was the lead 
line attorney in the Seattle Police Department (“SPD”) consent decree matter from its inception in 2010 until 
the SPD was found in full and effective compliance in January 2018. 
 
As an attorney, I regularly volunteered at the King County Bar Association's Neighborhood Legal Clinic 
Program's Spanish Language Legal Clinic, which I later helped merge with the El Centro de La Raza clinic. I 
served on KCBA's Pro Bono Service Committee, was Chair of its Neighborhood Legal Clinic Program's 
Advisory Committee, and Chair of its Spanish Clinic Subcommittee. I am also a Commissioner of the 
Washington State Supreme Court’s Minority and Justice Commission and volunteer at my daughters' 
elementary school, including as a soccer coach/team manager and moot court judge. 
 
 
Describe your history of involvement in Washington state politics. What offices have you previously sought 
election or appointment to? What campaigns have you worked on? 
I have never been involved in politics in any substantive way, sought other offices, or worked on any 
campaign. 



 
What prompted you to run for this office?  
 
I am a Latino immigrant and I was raised in the lower to working class neighborhoods of the County which I 
am now serving. When we first arrived in the United States, my dad cleaned buildings; my mom worked in 
a garment factory. I pursued this office because I believe I have a unique and broad variety of professional 
and personal experiences that could benefit the Court. I also want to open up the courts to all people, no 
matter of your race, ethnicity or gender. In this way, I hope to pass on the rule of law to a new generation 
of Americans. 
 
 
Describe the progress of your campaign so far. What kind of reception is your campaign getting? Are you 
running unopposed, or do you have an opponent? How will your campaign appeal to the voters?
 
At this time, I do not have an opponent. Nonetheless, since my appointment, I have attended legislative 
district meetings across the County and have established my steering and finance committees.  I believe my 
campaign is receiving a good reception. I believe my unique and broad variety of professional and personal 
experiences, my nomination by President Obama, and my appointment by Governor Inslee will appeal to 
voters in this County. 
 
 
 
Please answer the following questions.  Yes* No 
1 Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?    X 
2 Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal 

Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation? 
   X 

 
* If you answered “Yes” to either of the above, please explain your answer: 
 
 

Part II – Ratings and endorsements 
What endorsements and ratings from bar associations have you received to date? 

 
Bar Association ratings: American Bar Association: Unanimously Qualified (2016) 

 
King County Bar Association: Exceptionally Well-Qualified (2014) 
Asian Bar Association of Washington: Exceptionally Well-Qualified (2017) 
Latinx Bar Association of Washington: Exceptionally Well-Qualified (2017) 
Loren Miller Bar Association of Washington: Well-Qualified (2014) 
Washington Women Lawyer: Qualified (2014) 
LGBTQ+ Bar Association: Qualified (2014) 
Benjamin Cardozo Society: Qualified (2014) 
 

Endorsements:  Hispanic National Bar Association 
 

 
If you have previously sought elected office, what notable endorsements did you receive? 
 
I have not previously sought elective office, but for my appointment, I received letters of support from the 
following, among others:  



 A joint letter from 30 community members, leaders and advocates, including Lorena Gonzalez, Jorge 
Baron and Phyllis Gutierrez Kenney; 

 A joint letter from eight police executives; 
 Estela Ortega, Executive Director, El Centro de La Raza; 
 Rogelio Riojas, U.W. Regent and Executive Director, SeaMar Community Health Centers; 
 Ron Ward, former President of the Washington State Bar Association; 
 Diane Narasaki, Executive Director, Asian Counseling and Referral Service;  
 Millie Kennedy, former President, Northwest Indian Bar Association. 

 
Thus far, during my campaign, I have received endorsements from seven Washington State Supreme Court 
Justices, at least four Washington State Court of Appeals Judges, and over 40 Superior Court Judges from 
around the State. 
 
 
What other organizations are you planning to ask for an endorsement? 
 
At a minimum, I plan to seek the endorsement of the MLKC Labor Council, as well as various King County 
Democratic Legislative District Committees. 
 
 

Part III – Legal experience, technology, and court costs 
 

Please describe your pro bono activities over the last five years. 
 
Because of federal government regulations, my pro bono activities largely have been limited to volunteering 
at the King County Bar Association's Neighborhood Legal Clinic (“NLC”) Program's Spanish Language Legal 
Clinic and supporting the NLC’s activities. To that end, I served on KCBA's Pro Bono Service Committee for 
two years, was Chair of its NLC’s Program's Advisory Committee for one year, and Chair of its Spanish Clinic 
Subcommittee for one year. Since 2015, I also have been a Commissioner of the Washington State Supreme 
Court’s Minority and Justice Commission, in which capacity I regularly attend Youth and Law Fora around 
the State. 
 
 
 
What law firms or public law offices (i.e. King County Prosecutor's Office) have you worked for? Have you 
served as a prosecutor or a public defender? Please include dates, and title for each position that you have 
held, as well as areas of law practiced. 
 
I was a commercial and white collar criminal defense litigator in private practice for approximately six years, 
first as an Associate at the international law firm of Fulbright & Jaworski LLP (2002-2006) and then as an 
Associate at the litigation boutique Yarmuth Wilsdon Calfo (2006-2008).  From 2008 to 2018, I was an 
Assistant United States Attorney and the founding Civil Rights Program Coordinator in the United States 
Attorney's Office for the Western District of Washington. In that capacity, I investigated and/or prosecuted 
a wide variety of civil rights matters, from "classic" civil rights cases such as housing, employment and 
educational matters to more "modern" matters, such as disability rights, servicemembers rights, and rights 
violated by police misconduct. 
 
 
Have you ever served as a mediator or arbitrator? (If so, please describe your experiences.)   
 



I have never formerly served as a mediator or arbitrator, but, while at the United States Attorney’s Office, I 
occasionally served as an informal mediator/facilitator in servicemember rights’ matters, where it appeared 
that good faith attempts at settlement between the parties had not yet occurred.  In that capacity, rather 
than litigate the matter immediately, I would help educate the parties on the law and serve neutrally to 
clarify misunderstandings and reach a mutually agreeable resolution.   
 
 
What do you believe are the most important qualifications for a judge or justice? 
 
A trial judge must work hard, follow the law, both substantively and procedurally, and seeks always to 
provide a neutral forum for the fair resolution of legitimate disputes.  Of equal importance, a trial judge 
should ensure that the parties are and feel heard by being respectful and patient, in a spirit of service and 
humility.  A judge also should strive to be a role model and mentor in his or her community. 
 
 
Have you been a judge pro-tem? If so, what was that experience like? What did you learn from it? Have you 
completed the pro-tem training in King County? For which judges do you regularly pro-tem? 
 
In 2015, I was selected, trained and commissioned as a King County District Court Pro Tempore Judge.  
Unfortunately, because of conflicting U.S. and County government ethics rules, I could not serve as a Pro 
Tempore Judge.  However, the intensive week-long training was an excellent educational experience and 
enhanced my qualifications to serve as a judge. 
 
 
Do you support making it easier for Washingtonians who are not members of the bar to access public 
records, particularly at the Superior/District court levels, where per-page fees are charged? 
 
In our State, government agencies, including court systems, have a legal obligation be as transparent as 
possible, while balancing the needs of privacy and practical considerations, such as costs and administrative 
burdens. For example, “open courts” laws and jurisprudence require the courts to presume access to live 
court proceedings and to the official court docket, but those laws also permit protection of personal 
information such as social security numbers. It ultimately is for the legislature and, as delegated, the 
executive branches to enact laws and regulations – which the courts may be asked to interpret — that strike 
the appropriate balance.  As a general matter then, non-lawyers should be presumed to have ready access 
to public records, but how that access is managed or funded is largely for the legislature to decide. 
 
 
Do you have any thoughts on how our courts should address the growing use of smartphones during court 
proceedings, particularly by jurors? 
 
In my short time on the bench, I have presided over three trials to verdict. In my courtroom, I have a clear 
and easily understandable policy on the use of smartphones during court proceedings: for spectators in the 
gallery, cell phones must be silenced; for those directly involved in the matter (litigants, lawyers and most 
importantly jurors), cell phones must be put away. It is of the utmost importance that jurors give their 
undivided attention to the proceedings, as they are the fact finders in our constitutional system. A juror’s 
use of a cell phone during court proceedings would undermine the litigant’s confidence in our system and 
thus cannot be permitted. 
 
 
Is Washington relying too much on court fees to cover the cost of operating our judicial system? How do 



you believe our courts should be funded? 
 
King County has been a nationwide leader in identifying, analyzing and minimizing the use of fees to cover 
the cost of operating our justice system.  Indeed, just last week, the State Auditor’s office announced that it 
would analyze whether pre-trial services are more cost effective than even money bail, reducing further the 
economic cost of contact with the criminal justice system. Most King County Superior Court Judges 
ordinarily assess only the two mandatory fees in criminal matters: $500 victim fee and $100 DNA fee.  It is 
my understanding that King County does not rely on fees in funding the vast majority of its operations. 
Nonetheless, I am proud that the Washington State Supreme Court’s Minority and Justice Commission, of 
which I am a Commissioner, will explore this issue further in its symposium on legal financial obligations.  
 
 

Part IV – Access to justice 
 
If elected, how will you work to improve access to justice, particularly for communities and constituencies 
that do not understand the American legal system? 
 
I spent much of the last seven years of my professional life striving to eliminate bias and improve access in 
each of the three major stages of the justice system, broadly defined: contact with law enforcement, in 
securing competent counsel, and in the courts. Among the most satisfying cases in my DOJ civil rights 
career were those in which I enforced various federal laws and regulations that specifically require equal 
access to the judicial system itself. For example, I investigated and reached agreements to improve the 
Snohomish and King County Superior Courts’ disability and interpreter programs respectively. The 
agreement with King County resulted in over 400 persons who were limited English proficient receiving 
interpreter services who otherwise would not have over a two year time period.   
 
Given these experiences, I am particularly alert to circumstances in which full access to the process is 
lacking and would attempt, where the law requires or permits, to remedy a lack of access: whether that 
means by appointing pro bono counsel, appointing a qualified interpreter, or ensuring access to assisted 
listening devices. Outside of court, I am using the judicial platform to advance the discussion, 
understanding, and challenges in this area through my participation in the Minority and Justice Commission 
and through continued engagement with those communities that do not understand the legal system. 
 
 
What does the phrase Black Lives Matter mean to you as a judicial candidate?  
 
The “Black Lives Matter” movement is the most recent iteration of an important conversation about the 
relationship between local law enforcement and communities of color. That term became well known in 
approximately 2014, following the protests in Ferguson, Missouri and elsewhere. The topic of that 
conversation is one which my hometown, Seattle, began in 2011 following the death of John T. Williams. I 
am familiar with that conversation as I led the investigation of the Seattle Police Department and led the 
negotiations that led to the “historic” Consent Decree agreed to between my former office (the U.S. 
Attorney’s office) and the City of Seattle.  As the Federal Court has found, it undeniably has led to 
improvements in that important relationship, though the work continues. 
 
 
What do you see are the legal issues in the #timesup and #metoo movements?  
 
The legal issues in those two important movements are legion. As this movement has highlighted, sex 
discrimination occurs in settings that are covered by legal protections: at work, in housing, in education, 
and in healthcare settings. For example, when sexual harassment occurs at work, the employee has the 



right to bring a claim under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act against the employer. Indeed, I supervised the 
investigations of such claims on behalf of the United States under this statute against state and local 
governments during my time as a federal civil rights lawyer. Similarly, one of the final initiatives I helped 
advance as an Assistant U.S. Attorney related to sexual harassment in obtaining housing. It is a clear 
violation of the federal Fair Housing Act for landlords or their employees (e.g., property managers) to 
sexually coerce vulnerable tenants who may be struggling to make rent. The DOJ and U.S. Attorney’s Office 
were committed to prosecuting such behavior and actively sought such matters out. This obviously requires 
careful and robust legal representation in all its forms.  
 
 
What ideas can you offer to make our judicial system more open, transparent, and responsive? 
 
As I interpret it, this question is fundamentally asking two separate questions: how do we make the court 
more accessible (“open and transparent”) and efficient. Both accessibility and efficiency are passions of 
mine.  
 
As to the former, I emigrated from a place (Peru) in which, like lots of other places in this world, the courts 
are not viewed as places to fairly resolve disputes. They are viewed as a place for the rich, well-connected, 
or influential.  Even worse, for the immigrants in White Center, where I partially grew up, courts are places 
to avoid, like the hospital. It is foreign; it is for others. Diversity in all its forms – racial, ethnic, economic, 
has been shows to ameliorate some of these perceptions and increase trust in these community services.  
To the extent that my black hair, my wide face, my dark skin, makes the court seem more familiar, more a 
place for all, then that’s part of my contribution to accessibility. 
 
Similarly, the courts are sometimes seen as places where the wheels of justice come to a grinding halt. 
Delays, costs, inefficiencies, especially in civil disputes. One of the first things I did as a judge was to join 
the rules committees of both my Court and the Superior Court Judge’s Association.  One of the things I 
committed to Governor Inslee when appointed was to work on this from a 21st Century perspective. I have 
gone nearly entirely paperless, making my processes more efficient; conferences with the Court are handled 
telephonically; discovery in civil cases is streamlined, taking the lessons of the best courts out there. All of 
these practices will make my courtroom more responsive. 
 
 
 
I affirm that all the information provided in response to this questionnaire is true, complete 
and correct, to the best of my ability, and that no relevant matter has been omitted. 
Signature s/J. Michael Diaz 

Date: April 10, 2018 
Printed Name J. Michael Diaz 
 


