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Candidate Name Adam Smith 

Position Sought U.S. Congress, 9th District 

Home Legislative District 41st Legislative District 

Are you a Democrat? 
 

Yes 

Campaign Contact Information Mailing address: Adam Smith 
for Congress, PO Box 578, 
Renton, WA 98057 

  

Phone: 253-572-6125 

Fax: 

Website: www.electadamsmith.com 

Email: adam@electadamsmith.com, sarah@electadamsmith.com	 

Twitter: @electadamsmith 

Facebook:	www.facebook.com/adamsmithforcongress 
 

Campaign manager or point of contact Sarah Servin, 253-345-1530, sarah@electadamsmith.com 

Consultant(s) None at this time.  

 
Part I – Candidate Background 

Please briefly describe your qualifications, education, employment, community and civic activity, union 
affiliation, and other relevant experience. Attach a resume with more complete history. 
Currently	I	am	the	US	Representative	for	the	9th	Congressional	District	of	Washington.	Prior	to	that,	I	was	a	
Washington	State	Senator	from	the	33rd	Legislative	District.	I	attended	the	University	of	Washington	Law	School,	and	
earned	my	undergraduate	degree	from	Fordham	University.	During	college,	I	was	a	Teamster	working	for	UPS,	and	my	
father	was	a	member	of	the	Machinist	Union,	where	I	learned	to	campaign	by	helping	alongside	him	while	growing	
up. 
 
 
Describe your history of involvement in Washington state politics. What campaigns, if any, have you run or 
worked on?  
I	have	a	lifelong	involvement	with	WA	State	politics.		As	a	child,	I	helped	my	father	on	many	political	campaigns,	and	
as	an	elected	official,	I	have	been	active	in	helping	candidates	up	and	down	the	ballot.	I	served	in	the	Washington	
State	Senate	for	the	33rd	Legislative	District,	and	currently	represent	the	9th	Congressional	District	in	the	United	
States	House	of	Representatives.	 
 
 
What prompted you to run for this office? What priorities are you seeking to address with your campaign?  
As	a	lifelong	resident	of	the	9th	District,	it	remains	my	greatest	honor	to	represent	an	area	where	I	grew	up	and	
where	Sara	and	I	have	raised	our	family.	This	district	is	home	to	a	tremendously	diverse	group	of	communities	that	



	

	

value	hard	work,	and	I	am	very	proud	to	represent	it.		 

I	am	focused	on	ensuring	that	all	members	of	our	community	are	able	to	fully	access	and	share	equally	in	all	that	our	
country	has	to	offer.		Broad-based	economic	opportunity	must	be	created	for	every	person	in	America	and	our	
society	made	into	a	place	where	every	American	has	an	equal	chance	to	succeed.		 

Some	of	the	most	important	issues	to	my	campaign	include:	 

1. Increasing	economic	opportunity	for	all	by	increasing	job	training	resources	and	educational	
opportunities.		We	must	reinvest	in	the	infrastructure	of	our	economy,	and	improving	education	at	all	levels	is	
a	key	part	of	doing	so.	We	must	better	support	and	expand	the	reach	of	community	and	technical	colleges,	
which	provide	important	skills	training	that	prepare	students	to	get	good	jobs	after	high	school	or	
college.		Additionally,	college	is	far	too	expensive;	we	need	to	make	it	more	cost	effective	for	students	to	get	
an	education	without	saddling	them	with	hundreds	of	thousands	of	dollars	of	debt.		I	am	a	proud	co-sponsor	
of	the	College	for	All	Act	(H.R.	1880),	which	would	make	the	cost	of	a	college	education	much	more	
affordable.			

2. Fighting	for	quality	health	care	for	everyone.		The	Affordable	Care	Act	was	an	important	step	in	bringing	
health	care	to	more	Americans.		We	must	now	do	more	to	ensure	that	regardless	of	income,	job	status,	or	
location,	Americans	have	access	to	affordable	and	reliable	care.		This	is	why	I	have	co-sponsored	legislation	
such	as	the	Expanded	and	Improved	Medicare	for	All	Act	(H.R.	676),	which	would	establish	a	universal	health	
care	system.		We	have	to	do	better	as	a	country	to	make	sure	that	everyone	who	needs	care	can	access	it.		

3. Fixing	our	broken	immigration	system.	I	am	committed	to	enacting	comprehensive	reforms	to	our	
immigration	laws	that	improve	our	current	system	by	keeping	families	together,	promoting	legal	immigration,	
establishing	a	pathway	to	citizenship,	and	addressing	national	priorities.	It	is	vital	that	we	comprehensively	
reform	our	nation’s	immigration	laws	in	order	to	create	jobs,	grow	the	American	economy,	and	enrich	the	
country	with	new	perspectives	and	cultural	diversity.		

 
 
List the notable endorsements you have received to date. Who are you planning to ask for an endorsement?  
Notable	endorsements	so	far	include:	IBEW	Local	Union	No.	77,	Aerospace	Machinists	Union	District	Lodge	751, Iron	
Workers	Local	Union	#86, Young	Democrats	of	Washington,	47th	LD	Democrats,	National	Education	Association,	and	
the	Sierra	Club.		I	intend	on	seeking	endorsements	from	all	my	previous	endorsing	organizations,	elected	officials,	and	
community	members,	and	expanding	my	support	throughout	the	community. 

 
 
Describe the progress of your campaign and campaign goals. For instance, what earned media has your 
campaign received? How much money have you raised, and from how many donors? How many doors have 
you knocked on?  
We	currently	have	$404,708.01	cash	on	hand	and	expect	to	raise	around	$800,000.	Our	field	plan	is	still	in	
development;	however,	we	plan	on	running	a	robust	field	program	throughout	the	9th	district.	In	addition	to	running	
our	own	field	program,	we	are	partnering	with	the	Washington	State	Democratic	State	Party,	as	we	have	done	in	the	
past,	to	help	elect	Democrats	up	and	down	the	ballot. 
 
 
Please answer the following questions.  Yes* No 
1 Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?  X 

2 Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal  X 



	

	

Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation? 
 
* If you answered “Yes” to either of the above, please explain your answer: 
 
 

Part II – Federal Issues 
# Question Yes No Qualify your response 
1 Will you fight to prevent cuts to Social Security, 

Medicare, and Medicaid, even if such cuts are 
proposed by the White House?  

X  I	have	supported	and	cosponsored	
legislation	that	would	make	Social	
Security	more	secure	and	better	
support	seniors	throughout	their	
retirements,	and	have	strongly	opposed	
proposals	to	privatize	or	cut	back	this	or	
the	Medicare	and	Medicaid	programs. 
 

2 Do you support the right of public workers, 
excluding military, to bargain and strike? 

X  Collective	bargaining	and	striking	has	
historically	been	fundamental	in	
establishing	labor	protections	and	today	
is	essential	to	protecting	the	rights	of	
workers.		Without	the	right	of	labor	to	
organize	and	collectively	bargain,	
employees’	wages,	benefits,	and	
working	conditions	are	jeopardized.		I	
have	consistently	fought	to	ensure	that	
workers’	right	to	collectively	bargain	is	
maintained	throughout	my	time	in	
Congress	and	will	oppose	any	effort	to	
erode	this	vital	tool.		 
 

3 Do you support the withdrawal of American 
forces from Afghanistan? 

X  I	support	plans	to	responsibly	reduce	
U.S.	troop	levels	in	Afghanistan	while	
continuing	to	work	with	and	empower	
the	Afghans	to	sustainably	secure	their	
own	country,	so	that	American	forces	
can	be	responsibly	withdrawn	from	
Afghanistan. 
 

4 Do you support tuition-free college? X  Yes;	I	support	tuition-free	college	and	
am	a	co-sponsor	of	H.R.	1880,	the	
College	for	All	Act,	which	would	make	
public	colleges	and	universities	tuition	
free	for	working	families	and	
significantly	reduce	student	debt.	 
 

5 Do you support restoring the Glass-Steagall Act 
(requiring the separation of commercial and 
investment banking)? 

X  I	support	restoring	the	separation	of	
commercial	and	investment	banking	
through	reinstatement	of	Glass-Steagall	
principals.		This	could	address	some	of	
the	risks	and	impacts	that	contributed	



	

	

to	the	financial	crisis,	but	this	alone	
would	likely	not	be	enough	to	stop	a	
future	crisis	from	happening	again.		We	
need	to	take	additional	steps	that	
include	further	regulations,	and	
stopping	the	crediting	agencies	from	
profiting	off	of	the	institutions	which	
they	accredit.	 
 

6 Do you support passage of a strong Net 
Neutrality law protecting Internet freedom? 

X  I	strongly	support	Net	Neutrality	and	
want	the	FCC	to	reinstate	enforceable	
net	neutrality	principles	that	keep	the	
internet	open	and	accessible	for	all.	I	
recently	joined	the	Telecommunications	
Subcommittee	Ranking	Member	and	
many	of	my	Democratic	colleagues	in	
the	U.S.	House	in	introducing	a	measure	
that	would	reverse	FCC	Chairman	Pai's	
recent	rollback	of	Net	Neutrality.		I	will	
continue	to	fight	to	protect	an	open	and	
free	internet.	Net	Neutrality	is	
imperative	to	fostering	innovation,	
economic	growth,	and	access	to	
information.	 
 

7 Do you support allowing oil companies like Shell 
to drill in the Arctic Ocean? 

 X No,	I	do	not	support	allowing	oil	
companies	like	Shell	to	drill	in	the	Arctic	
Ocean.		Additionally,	I	support	
legislation	that	would	protect	a	great	
deal	of	our	coasts	and	coastal	waters	
from	offshore	drilling. 
 

8 Do you support revising our federal tax code to 
restoring the 2017 tax rates to previous levels? 

X  I	support	restoring	our	tax	code	to	one	
which	raises	enough	revenue	to	
properly	fund	our	investments	in	
infrastructure,	education,	basic	
research,	health	care,	retirement	
security,	and	the	many	other	important	
priorities	for	which	our	federal	
government	is	responsible.		 
 

9 Do you support public financing of campaigns? X  I	strongly	support	the	public	financing	
of	campaigns	and	have	long	
cosponsored	legislation	to	make	this	
important	change	to	improve	our	
electoral	system	and	governance. 
 

10 Would you be willing to lift the requirement on 
the Postal Service to be self-supporting or relax 

X  I	support	lifting	the	requirements	that	
Congress	has	imposed	on	USPS	which	



	

	

the requirements Congress has imposed 
regarding USPS’ pension obligations? 

requires	them	to	be	self-supporting	and	
prefund	pension	obligations. 
 

11 Do you support the Employee Free Choice Act, 
as introduced in previous Congresses? 

X  I	strongly	support	the	Employee	Free	
Choice	Act,	as	introduced	in	previous	
Congresses,	and	have	cosponsored	this	
important	legislation	in	multiple	
congresses.	 
 

12 Do you support comprehensive immigration 
reform and the federal DREAM Act? 

X  Yes.	Our	broken	immigration	system	
must	be	fixed,	and	I	am	committed	to	
reaching	an	agreement	that	improves	
our	laws	by	focusing	on	keeping	families	
together,	promoting	legal	immigration,	
and	establishing	a	pathway	to	
citizenship.	It	is	vital	that	we	
comprehensively	address	immigration	
reform	in	order	to	create	jobs,	grow	the	
American	economy,	and	enrich	the	
country	with	new	perspectives	and	
cultural	diversity.	Additionally,	I	have	
sent	multiple	letters	asking	for	
increased	deportation	relief	for	
immediate	relatives	of	U.S.	citizens,	
Legal	Permanent	Residents,	and	
DREAMers	that	continue	to	be	deported	
while	we	wait	for	comprehensive	
immigration	to	come	to	the	floor	for	a	
vote.	I	will	continue	to	fight	to	ensure	
that	our	promise	to	DREAMers	is	kept.	 

I	have	also	introduced	the	Dignity	for	
Detained	Immigrants	Act,	H.R.	3923,	to	
ensure	that	people	in	immigration	
detention	facilities	are	treated	
humanely,	and	are	given	access	to	
proper	facilities	and	the	opportunity	to	
exercise	their	right	to	counsel.		This	
legislation	also	requires	DHS	to	
establish	alternatives	to	detention,	
which	offer	a	more	fair,	cost-effective	
and	humane	approach	in	our	
immigration	system. 

Increased	levels	of	deportation	have	
had	a	devastating	impact	on	our	
community	and	I	am	working	in	
Congress	to	take	action	to	provide	
greater	and	more	consistent	
prosecutorial	discretion.  
 



	

	

13 Do you support NSA reform and repeal of the 
widely-abused “Patriot” Act? 

X  I	strongly	support	reforming	the	NSA	
and	reforming	or	rolling	back	those	
national	security	laws	where	abuses	are	
being	committed.		I	opposed	the	recent	
Intelligence	Authorization	bill	because	it	
didn’t	implement	reforms	to	or	increase	
protections	for	civil	liberties,	rights,	and	
privacy	where	key	national	security	
programs	are	involved. 
 

14 Do you support Medicare For All as a follow-up 
to the Patient Protection Act? 

X  Yes,	I	am	a	cosponsor	of	H.R.	676,	
Medicare	for	All. 
 

15 Do you support allowing mining companies to 
export coal (or other fossil fuels) from 
Washington’s ports? 

 X No;	I	am	not	supportive	of	exporting	
coal	or	other	fossil	fuels	from	
Washington’s	ports. 
 

16 Do you support robust funding of Amtrak? X  Yes,	I	strongly	support	robust	funding	of	
Amtrak,	and	have	stood	in	opposition	to	
efforts	to	roll	back	or	eliminate	funding	
for	this	national	asset. 
 

17 Do you support boosting public funding for 
scientific research and space exploration? 

X  Yes,	I	routinely	support	robust	and	
increased	funding	for	scientific	research	
and	space	funding.		I	have	joined	with	
my	colleagues	to	call	on	House	
appropriators	to	allocate	strong	funding	
for	scientific	research,	through	the	
National	Institutes	of	Health	(NIH),	
Centers	for	Disease	Control	(CDC),	
National	Science	Foundation	(NSF),	
NASA,	and	a	wide	array	of	other	federal	
agencies.		I	also	am	a	member	of	the	
Planetary	Science	Congressional	
Caucus,	which	supports	planetary	
science	and	space	exploration. 
 

18 Will you allow your campaign staff, and/or 
independent contractors assigned by your 
consultant to work your campaign, to elect to 
join a labor union such as Campaign Workers 
Guild. 

X  Yes,	I	allow	my	campaign	staff	to	elect	
to	join	a	labor	union	such	as	the	
Campaign	Workers	Guild. 
 

 
 

Part III – Free Response Questions 
 

Have you read the most current King County Democratic Platform, approved by the delegates to the King 
County Convention and available from KCDCC’s website. List which planks, if any, you disagree with, and 



	

	

why. 
I	agree	with	the	King	County	Democrats	Platform.		 
 
 
 
 
Describe your vision for tax reform and tax fairness. What federal corporate tax breaks and tax giveaways 
would you like to see rescinded or repealed? 
I	support	the	responsible	restructuring	of	our	tax	code.		We	need	to	ensure	that	we	are	collecting	sufficient	revenues	
to	properly	fund	the	range	of	important	priorities	and	programs	that	help	Americans	and	for	which	the	federal	
government	is	responsible,	while	making	our	deficits	and	debt	controllable.		I	opposed	the	Republican	Tax	Bill,	which	
was	approved	in	December	2017,	because	it	cost	over	$1.5	trillion	dollars	in	lost	revenue,	disproportionately	
benefited	the	wealthy	and	successful	large	corporations,	and	will	have	destructive	impacts	on	the	many	government	
programs	and	priorities	that	constituents	of	the	9th	District	rely	on	and	prioritize.		As	we	have	seen	before	with	the	
Bush	Tax	Cuts,	cutting	taxes	does	not	increase	revenues,	grow	the	economy,	or	dramatically	increase	employment. 

Instead,	we	need	tax	reforms	that	support	working	families	and	concentrate	relief	on	those	who	need	it	most;	that	
don’t	lavish	disproportionate	benefit	on	the	wealthy	and	already	successful	corporations.		I	support	a	tax	policy	that	
inspires	economic	growth,	job	creation,	and	investment	here	at	home,	while	collecting	revenues	that	properly	fund	
the	government	and	sustain	important	programs	that	help	working	families,	retirees	and	those	of	advancing	age,	
those	people	who	are	experiencing	need,	government	employees,	and	others. 

 
 
 
 
What do the words Black Lives Matters mean to you? What actions should a progressive-led Congress take 
to combat systemic racism, particularly in the criminal justice system?  
 
Black	Lives	Matter	is	an	important	political	message	and	movement	that	speaks	to	the	importance	of	and	is	working	
to	address	ending	racism	while	building	political,	social,	and	economic	justice.	True	democracy	cannot	stand	without	
justice.		 
 
Public	policy	of	the	past,	particularly	in	the	area	of	criminal	justice	policy,	has	led	to	disproportionately	high	
incarceration	rates	among	people	and	communities	of	color,	impacting	families	and	limiting	economic	opportunity.	
The	system	is	clearly	broken,	and	is	in	need	of	immediate	remedy.	As	a	former	prosecutor,	I	firmly	believe	that	the	
justice	system	must	also	focus	on	rehabilitation,	rather	than	retribution,	while	protecting	innocent	people	and	
holding	accountable	those	who	commit	crimes.	It	is	essential	that	the	people	who	serve	our	community	in	our	
criminal	justice	system--including	police	officers,	public	defenders,	prosecutors,	judges,	court	staff,	mental	health	
professionals,	and	corrections	officers,	among	others—work	in	a	way	to	uphold	our	highest	ideals	of	justice	and	
ensure	that	the	system	is	not	treating	communities	of	color	unfairly.		 
 
I	have	worked	for	many	years	to	reform	the	criminal	justice	system,	and	I	will	continue	to	do	so	in	Congress.		I	am	a	
part	of	the	effort	in	the	House	to	advance	the	SAFE	Justice	Act,	a	comprehensive	bill	that	uses	evidence-based,	state-
tested	criminal	justice	reforms,	and	proudly	cosponsored	this	legislation	when	it	was	introduced	in	the	prior	congress.	
I	also	support	establishing	federal	grant	programs	for	Body	Worn	Cameras	to	support	accountability	and	transparency	
and	have	advocated	for	funding	for	legal	help	to	low-income	individuals	in	order	to	expand	access	to	justice	for	all,	
regardless	of	income. 
 
 
 



	

	

 
In recent years, the right wing has mounted an aggressive attack on reproductive rights at the federal and 
state levels. How will you respond when Republicans bring up a bill to defund Planned Parenthood? 
 
I	am	proudly	pro-choice.	I	am	vehemently	opposed	to	any	effort	to	defund	Planned	Parenthood	in	Congress,	and	will	
continue	to	fight	against	these	efforts.	I	will	continue	to	support	and	advocate	for	women’s	rights	and	for	policies	that	
protect	a	woman’s	right	to	choose,	and	to	improve	access	to	family	planning	services.	 

Planned	Parenthood	is	an	important,	and	sometimes	the	only,	health	care	provider	for	millions	of	women	and	men	in	
communities	throughout	America,	and	Congress	must	continue	to	support	and	properly	fund	it. 

I	am	also	a	proud	original	co-sponsor	of	the	Women’s	Health	Protection	Act,	which	helps	protect	abortion	access,	and	
I	am	a	co-sponsor	of	H.R.	771,	the	EACH	Woman	Act,	which	would	ensure	that	low-income	women	are	provided	
coverage	for	abortion	by	Medicaid. 
 
 
 
Do you support requiring employers to provide paid vacation, sick, and safe leave like other countries do? 
Yes,	I	support	requiring	paid	vacation,	sick,	and	safe	leave	be	provided	to	employees,	and	am	a	cosponsor	of	several	
pieces	of	legislation	that	would	provide	leave	benefits	to	a	wide	array	workers.		Paid	leave	is	an	important	benefit	and	
I	will	continue	to	make	it	more	widely	available	and	encourage	employers	to	offer	it.	 

	 
 
 
 
A set of Supreme Court decisions allow corporations to be treated as persons, and money as speech. Do 
you support an amendment to end corporate personhood and corporate electioneering? 
Yes,	I	support	an	amendment	to	end	corporate	personhood	and	corporate	electioneering,	as	well	as	to	regulate	
money	in	politics.		Corporations	are	not	people,	and	money	is	not	speech.	I	support	legislation	at	the	federal	level	to	
address	these	concerns;	I	am	a	co-sponsor	of	both	the	Democracy	for	All	Amendment,	which	would	amend	the	
Constitution	to	grant	Congress	the	authority	to	keep	corporations	from	unlimited	spending	in	elections,	and	am	a	co-
sponsor	of	the	Government	By	the	People	Act	to	reverse	Citizens	United	and	establish	a	new	campaign	finance	
system	where	candidates	can	rely	on	small	donations.	 
 
 
 
Here in Washington, the consequences of the climate crisis may result in reduced snowpack and a 
worsening of the pine beetle infestation. As a member of Congress, what public policy will you work for, to 
reduce emissions and penalize pollution? 

 
Reducing	carbon	emissions,	combating	the	climate	crisis,	and	ensuring	clean	air,	water,	and	reduced	levels	of	
pollution	are	critical	to	the	health	and	well-being	of	not	just	Washington	State	and	American	families,	but	the	
environment	in	which	we	live	and	the	world	at	large.	Climate	change	is	a	major	concern	and	I	support	measures	that	
reduce	climate-impacting	emissions	in	addition	to	those	that	protect	the	quality	of	our	air	and	water.		 

Since	so	many	of	our	environmental	challenges	stem	from	our	energy	policy	decisions,	I	am	also	focused	on	ensuring	
we	invest	in	clean	energy	and	energy	efficiency	technologies	that	will	reduce	our	dependence	on	fossil	fuels	that	
harm	our	environment.	It	is	critical	that	we	take	steps	now	to	protect	our	environment	and	vulnerable	communities	
across	the	world	from	the	very	real	and	dangerous	effects	of	climate	change. 



	

	

I	support	an	energy	plan	that	focuses	on	the	long	term	energy	needs	of	our	country	and	the	world,	as	well	as	the	
health	of	our	environment.		A	balanced	approach	must	take	into	account,	and	then	reduce,	our	current	dependency	
on	fossil	fuels,	while	also	recognizing	our	country's	limited	supply	of	these	fossil	fuels.	Scientific	evidence	has	shown	
that	burning	fossil	fuels	releases	carbon	into	our	atmosphere,	which	directly	contributes	to	the	environmental	
damages	associated	with	climate	change.		We	need	to	harness	the	technologies	of	the	future,	make	our	current	
energy	use	far	more	efficient,	and	develop	new,	cleaner	sources	of	energy. 

Throughout	my	time	in	Congress,	I	have	advocated	for	improving	environmental	standards,	assisting	wildlife	and	
ecosystems	threatened	by	global	warming,	and	requiring	the	U.S.	to	engage	with	other	nations	to	reduce	emissions	
through	an	international	incentive	program.	I	will	continue	to	work	to	reduce	our	country's	dependence	on	fossil	
fuels,	compel	the	Congress	to	hold	hearings	and	debates	on	the	science	of	and	solutions	to	the	climate	crisis,	and	
ultimately	act	on	clean	energy	and	climate	legislation	to	ensure	the	well	being	of	future	generations. 

 
 
 
Media concentration and consolidation in the United States is a problem that just keeps getting worse. Most 
of the movie studios, publishing houses, TV stations, newspapers, and major Internet properties in the U.S. 
are owned by a handful of firms. The FCC and DOJ keep signing off on mergers that make big media 
bigger. What should Congress do to reverse this harmful trend?  
 
I	strongly	believe	in	competition	and	am	concerned	that	when	there	is	declining	or	no	meaningful	competition	in	an	
industry,	it	is	to	the	detriment	of	us	all.		This	is	especially	true	in	the	media	industry.	Congress	must	support	and	
expand	anti-trust	legislation,	while	encouraging	the	rigorous	enforcement	of	these	laws	by	the	federal	agencies--
including	and	particularly	the	FCC	and	DOJ--to	ensure	the	free	flow	of	a	wide	array	of	perspectives	and	information	
remains	available	to	all	Americans.	In	Congress,	I	will	continue	to	work	to	ensure	a	diverse	and	robust	media	and	
communications	landscape	that	includes	a	wide	array	of	sources	and	voices. 
 
 
 
What ideas can you offer to make the U.S. government more open, transparent, and responsive to the 
American people? Are you committed to disclosing your meetings with lobbyists, if elected?   
Good	government	is	transparent,	accountable,	and	responsible.	It	must	respond	to	the	needs	of	its	constituents	while	
utilizing	taxpayer	dollars	in	a	responsible	and	transparent	fashion.	Government	must	constantly	work	toward	
improving	the	quality	of	life	for	its	citizens	while	at	the	same	time	not	being	intrusive	or	violate	civil	rights.	In	short,	
good	government	protects	its	citizens	from	threats	-	both	internal	and	external	-	without	abusing	its	responsibility	to	
govern	in	a	transparent	and	accountable	way. 
 
During	my	time	in	Congress,	I	have	supported	efforts	to	make	government	more	transparent,	including	voting	in	
support	of	updates	and	improvements	to	the	Lobby	Disclosure	Act.	I	remain	open	to	new	and	stronger	proposals	to	
ensure	transparency	and	openness	in	government. 
 
 
 
What do you hope to accomplish if you are elected? What are your priorities?  
 
If	I	am	re-elected,	the	most	important	priorities	in	the	next	Congress	include:	increasing	economic	opportunity	by	
increasing	job	training	resources,	supporting	equal	pay	for	equal	work,	and	by	supporting	an	increase	in	the	federal	
minimum	wage.	We	must	address	gun	violence	by	increasing	background	checks	for	firearms	sales,	increasing	mental	
health	treatment	options,	increasing	the	frequency	with	which	we	report	data	to	the	national	background	check	



	

	

system,	and	supporting	innovations	in	gun	safety	techniques	and	technologies.	Also,	it	is	essential	that	we	address	
immigration	reform	in	a	comprehensive	and	humane	manner,	which	is	vital	to	creating	jobs,	growing	the	American	
economy,	and	enriching	the	country	with	new	perspectives	and	increasing	cultural	diversity.		I	will	continue	to	fight	to	
protect,	strengthen,	as	well	as	build	upon	the	Affordable	Care	Act	and	work	to	ensure	that	all	Americans	have	
affordable	and	quality	healthcare. 
 
 
 
Mass shootings have become a national epidemic. What do you see as being the root causes of this 
problem, and if elected, what concrete steps would you take to battle this problem?  
Throughout	my	time	in	Congress,	I	have	advocated	for	and	supported	gun	control	measures.	It	is	well	past	time	to	
take	action.		The	main	issues	behind	gun	violence	are	ease	of	access	to	firearms,	type	of	firearms	that	are	readily	
available,	improving	access	to	mental	health	treatment,	and	investing	in	understanding	and	eliminating	the	
underlying	causes	of	violence	in	our	communities.		There	are	many	things	that	legislators	can	do	on	the	state	and	
federal	level	to	address	these	problems. 

First	and	foremost,	there	are	way	too	many	guns	in	this	country	that	are	easily	accessible.		We	must	enact	universal	
background	checks	for	all	firearm	purchases	and	ban	assault-style	weapons	and	high	capacity	magazines.		I	strongly	
support	closing	the	“Charleston	loophole,”	which	allows	for	a	buyer	to	take	ownership	of	a	gun	after	three	days,	
whether	or	not	the	required	background	check	is	completed.	Additionally,	I	am	a	cosponsor	of	H.R.	4240,	the	
Thompson-King	Public	Safety	and	Second	Amendment	Rights	Protection	Act.		This	bill	would	expand	the	existing	
background	check	system	to	include	all	commercial	firearm	sales,	including	gun	shows	and	over	the	Internet	sales.		
Background	checks	are	the	first	line	of	defense	in	ensuring	that	dangerous	weapons	don’t	end	up	in	the	wrong	hands.		
To	combat	the	sheer	number	of	firearms	in	our	communities,	I	support	gun	buyback	programs,	which	have	been	
successful	in	some	U.S.	cities.		I	also	support	reinstating	the	federal	assault	weapons	ban.		I	am	a	cosponsor	of	H.R.	
3947,	the	Automatic	Gunfire	Prevention	Act,	which	would	ban	“bump	stocks”.		There	is	no	reason	for	ordinary	citizens	
to	be	able	to	fire	dozens	of	rounds	in	seconds.		Finally,	providing	mental	health	treatment	and	resources	must	also	be	
prioritized	when	discussing	gun	violence.		Simply	because	an	individual	suffers	from	a	mental	illness	does	not	make	
them	inherently	violent;	but	limiting	access	to	weapons	that	could	be	used	by	an	individual	to	harm	themselves	or	
others	is	a	good	place	to	start.		If	someone	is	suffering	from	mental	illness,	they	should	have	affordable	access	to	
mental	healthcare.		This	is	why	I	have	and	will	continue	to	fight	to	protect	mental	health	care	funding	under	the	
Affordable	Care	Act.			 

I	am	proud	to	have	participated	in	the	National	Walkout	on	March	14th	and	will	continue	to	fight	alongside	students,	
parents,	and	community	members	for	gun	reform	and	for	safer	communities.		 

 
 
 
 

I affirm that all the information provided in response to this questionnaire is true, complete and 
correct, to the best of my ability, and that no relevant matter has been omitted. 

Signature 

 

Date: March 16, 2018 

Printed Name Adam Smith  
 


