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Candidate Name Don L. Rivers 

Position Sought United States Senate 

Home Legislative District  

Are you a Democrat? 
 

Yes 

Campaign Contact Information Mailing address: 
P.O Box 22525 
Seattle WA.98122 
  

Phone: (206)356-4621 
Fax: 

Website: www. DonLRivers.com 
Email: DonlRivers@mail.com 
Twitter: @ 
Facebook:@doneriverssenate 

Campaign manager or point of contact Sharese Summers 

Consultant(s) Dr. Maxine Mimms 

 
Part I – Candidate Background 

Please briefly describe your qualifications, education, employment, community and civic activity, union 
affiliation, and other relevant experience. Attach a resume with more complete history. 

2018 Ambassador Of Peace: 
International Association Of Parliamentarians For Peace. 
Advanced  Education Credit, Criticism and Discipline Skills for Managers. Management, Office of Personnel 
Management, San Francisco Regional Training Center, 1990 Green River Community College economics. 
Abroad humanity studies at North,South Korea inner peace summit,Japan, Amman Jordan, Israel,Gaza Strip, 
Russia,West Africa,Nigeria Togo Benni, Ghana, Ivory Coast, London.Bridging the Gaps coalition.   
Community outreach volunteer for The City Of Kent. Veteran, Wounded  Warriors  Affair. Tree House  
Foundation for social justice. Union Gospel Mission.  Peace adviser and peace ambassador on World affairs 
and international Tribal consulting. 
 
 
 

 

Describe your history of involvement in Washington state politics. What campaigns, if any, have you run or 
worked on?  

Kent City Council 
Districts 7 Congressional race 2010 2016 
District 9 Congressional race 2006 2008 2012 2014 
I have worked on the following campaigns. 



 

 

 Council Member Martha Choe,  Mayor Norm Rice , MayorMcGinn,Mayor Schell, Mayor Greg Nichols, 
Governor Christine Gregoire and Jim McDermott. Norm Dicks, Governor Gary Locke, Governor Mike Lowry, 
Governor Booth Gardner and  King County Executive Ron Simms. 
 
 
 

 

What prompted you to run for this office? What priorities are you seeking to address with your campaign?  

A need for a public servant to represent all cultures. A Canidate that is mandated to unify the Democratic 
party. To Build bridges instead of walls. Housing , Single payer, Equal Pay,Gun Reform, International Policy  
Environment and immigration. Raising income for middle class and restoring economic security. 
 
 
 

 

List the notable endorsements you have received to date. Who are you planning to ask for an endorsement?  

All of Washington State 
 
 
 

 

Describe the progress of your campaign and campaign goals. For instance, what earned media has your 
campaign received? How much money have you raised, and from how many donors? How many doors have 
you knocked on?  

I have been traveling within the country and out. Just got back from South Korea and have found 
announcing my candidacy have produce  profound support. Attending rise and organize events around 
Washington State has given me the opportunity to know that A change is coming and necessary. I have had 
opportunities to speak at different marches and National Syndicate radio stations. We are just beginning the 
good fight and will continue to campaign for the Democratic Party. 
 
 
 

 

Please answer the following questions.  Yes* No 

1 Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?  × 

2 Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal 
Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation? 

 × 

 
* If you answered “Yes” to either of the above, please explain your answer: 

 

 

Part II – Federal Issues 

# Question Yes No Qualify your response 

1 Will you fight to prevent cuts to Social Security, ×  Today almost two-thirds of retirees 



 

 

Medicare, and Medicaid, even if such cuts are 
proposed by the White House?  

rely on their monthly check for at 
least half of their income, and for 
about for a third, it represents 90 
percent or more. This is just one of 
the many reason. I vow to  protect 
Social Security. Medicare and 
Medicaid benefits. 

2 Do you support the right of public workers, 
excluding military, to bargain and strike? 

×  The Right to Bargain collectively with 
an employer enhances the human 
dignity and liberty for workers. I 
encourage collective bargaining 
causing diminution of employment 
and wages can impair  the market 
for goods flowing into Commerce. 

3 Do you support the withdrawal of American 
forces from Afghanistan? 

x  I have traveled to many countries in 
order to learn to communicate and 
keep an open dialogue with different 
countries Americas longest war has 
definitely taken a toll on us it has 
cost us a hun 110 billion dollars 
since 2001. The plan was to cripple 
the Taliban, train the Afghan 
military, stabilize government and 
then withdraw the U.S. forces by the 
time Obama's second term ended. 
Well things don't always work out 
according to plan. 

4 Do you support tuition-free college? ×  There is really good programs called 
College Bound which we have here 
in Washington state which actually 
provide free tuition for a 2-year 
college or 4-year Institute as long as 
the students stay in Washington 
State. and they followed the 
students from the seventh grade 
and the student have to remain C 
average student so I support any 
efforts to enhance our future 
innovators  to broaden the spectrum 
of knowledge. 

5 Do you support restoring the Glass-Steagall Act 
(requiring the separation of commercial and 
investment banking)? 

×  How such legislation would be 
structured, and the major challenges 
that would be presented to the 
industry as a result. Is the real 
question. 

6 Do you support passage of a strong Net 
Neutrality law protecting Internet freedom? 

X  The FCC voted to kill net neutrality 
and let ISPs like Comcast ruin the 
web with throttling, censorship, and 
new fees. Congress has 60 



 

 

legislative days to overrule them and 
save the Internet using the 
Congressional Review Act (CRA), but 
we still need more votes in the 
Senate. We cannot allow this so yes 
I made calls to Wa.State Republican 
Representatives. Reichart, 
Newhouse. Call to action. 

7 Do you support allowing oil companies like Shell 
to drill in the Arctic Ocean? 

 x Law- rulemaking should be a public 
process shell stated clearly minimum 
disturbance is irrelevant.They feel 
that they do not need to comply 
with federal regulations.Shell has 
stated that we need to change 
federal regulations to accommodate 
Shell that's why I am an avid 
supporter and activist for renewable 
energy. 

8 Do you support revising our federal tax code to 
restoring the 2017 tax rates to previous levels? 

X  Warren Buffett has admitted that he 
pays more taxes than his secretary 
the loopholes aren't illegal but the 
spirit of the loopholes has been 
taking advantage of.  ordinary 
taxpayers can pay up to 35% on 
their ordinary taxes.Disproportionate 
tax benefits is one of the reasons 
our country declared  sovereignty 
from Great Britain. 
Trump now have provided new tax 
laws for the wealthy of the 
wealthiest. 

9 Do you support public financing of campaigns? x  Clean election programs would be 
great . I pretty much depend on the 
people to support my campaign.  it 
will give future candidates more of a 
even playing field but so far only 12 
States comply to these programs 
and Washington state  I hope is 
working towards a clean election 
program. I've used over $200,000 of 
my own money over the years to 
run for an elective office.  I am an 
everyday worker,activist and 
wholeheartedly I believe this time 
around money will not be the only 
way to get the right canidates into 
office . The People choice will 
prevail. 

10 Would you be willing to lift the requirement on ×  Mandating 100 percent prefunding 



 

 

the Postal Service to be self-supporting or relax 
the requirements Congress has imposed 
regarding USPS’ pension obligations? 

of future liabilities that are 
frequently changing and highly 
uncertain could unnecessarily 
damage the Postal Service, inflate 
prices, and overfund future 
liabilities. 

11 Do you support the Employee Free Choice Act, 
as introduced in previous Congresses? 

x  Over the years, our legal system has 
allowed unfair elections to become 
the norm .Today, millions of 
American workers are denied their 
right to form a union because the 
process of voting on union formation 
has been corrupted.  

12 Do you support comprehensive immigration 
reform and the federal DREAM Act? 

X  I am sure when. Dick Durbin and 
Orin Hatch first presented this bill  
they had great intentions. The 
DREAM Act does not allow 
undocumented immigrants to gain 
access to Federal Pell Grants  so 
once again we need Common Sense 
on this reform for immigrants how 
do you expect for these most likely 
low-income students to pay for 
college I have a lot of issues with 
the DREAM Act so reforming 
immigration is a top priority for me.  

13 Do you support NSA reform and repeal of the 
widely-abused “Patriot” Act? 

x  NSA is relying on this obscure 
executive order to justify expansive 
surveillance activities worldwide---
reportedly including the vacuuming 
up of billions of mobile phone 
records, email address books, and in 
some cases even entire countries’ 
telephone conversations.  and I 
know in these days and times a lot 
of surveillance is need it just like the 
FBI question the shooter of the 
Orlando several times but  intense 
surveillance should have been on 
this terrorist. it wasn't through 
surveillance that the FBI was 
brought awareness of this Terrace it 
was through co-workers who 
reported him to the FBI so we do 
know that Communications among 
Americans do work awareness an 
American standing up and reporting 
like they did. 

14 Do you support Medicare For All as a follow-up   Transforming the way hospitals and  



 

 

to the Patient Protection Act? X Physicians and the way they practice 
financially, technologically, and 
clinically to drive better health 
outcomes, lower costs, and improve 
their methods of distribution and 
accessibility. For all. 

15 Do you support allowing mining companies to 
export coal (or other fossil fuels) from 
Washington’s ports? 

 X Building the pipeline would provide 
oil companies more incentives for 
further development of the tar sands 
in Canada, an expensive and 
extremely environmentally damaging 
process that generates greenhouse 
gases, pollutes watersheds and 
destroys woodlands and other 
wildlife habitat. 

16 Do you support robust funding of Amtrak? x  It will generate jobs and fostering 
urban and rural community growth, 
which is essential to our country in 
our economy. We must mandate 
safety first. We have had many 
great losses here in Washington 
State and across this nation. Where 
neglect of Duty has proven to be the 
factor. 
 

17 Do you support boosting public funding for 
scientific research and space exploration. 

x  Americans are optimistic about the 
future of space travel, but they don’t 
necessarily want to pay for it. so 
once again this is something that 
only open dialogue and 
communication and what the public 
really wants is going to come into 
account. 

18 Will you allow your campaign staff, and/or 
independent contractors assigned by your 
consultant to work your campaign, to elect to 
join a labor union such as Campaign Workers 
Guild. 

x  I am not a Republican. Every worker 
deserves fair wages, a sustainable 
career with reasonable hours, and 
respect from management. 

 
 

Part III – Free Response Questions 
 

Have you read the most current King County Democratic Platform, approved by the delegates to the King 
County Convention and available from KCDCC’s website. List which planks, if any, you disagree with, and 
why. 

 I am a loyalist to the Democratic party platform of course there's always room for improvement but I agree 
with its coral  values. there is always room for improvement in any core values I believe executing and 

https://www.kcdems.org/d/platform/platform-2014.xml


 

 

standing on those values and showing the public that that's what you believe in equality is just important. 
 
 
 
 

 

Describe your vision for tax reform and tax fairness. What federal corporate tax breaks and tax giveaways 
would you like to see rescinded or repealed? 
 
President Franklin Roosevelt knew that this will be a problem facing our nation even today. 
 The Emergency Banking Act the Securities Reform Act he passed through the New Deal ,so that our nation 
will never ever have to face the depression again. 
There is no universally accepted version of monetary reform. 
We have to disempowere from creating bank credit money and thus only capable of acting in a truly 
intermediary capacity is just a small start. I express the lack of enthusiasm for this ideal of 
full reserve’ banking, not because it is not technically possible, but because I am sceptical about the 
capacity of government  solutions. 
 
 
 

 

 

What do the words Black Lives Matters mean to you? What actions should a progressive-led Congress take 
to combat systemic racism, particularly in the criminal justice system?  

 
I'm pretty sure I'm the only candidate that have dealt with Bridges and trying to have better 
Communications between minority communities and law enforcement I know a lot of great police officers 
that believe the same way and just like any agency there's always bad apples and we have to get rid of 
them. I cannot believe that this day and time this is still a matter when we do not know how to treat each 
other.  As if African Americans are not part of global community of humanity. Taxpayers do not pay for law 
enforcement to  murder their citizens. I am quite aware that there are great police officers that do not 
condone such violence.We have to remove policies that these criminals hide behind while wearing a badge 
of honor.  I believe we need to have intensified psychological interviews with cadets and a degree in 
criminal justice. I do have a initiative and Implement task force that I am putting together but will not 
disclose at this moment due to confidentiality. 
 
 
 
 

 

In recent years, the right wing has mounted an aggressive attack on reproductive rights at the federal and 
state levels. How will you respond when Republicans bring up a bill to defund Planned Parenthood? 

Once again we have a bunch of men trying to tell women what to do with their bodies I'm unqualified to 
speak on a woman's body I respect women and I know that they're more than capable of making their own 
choices. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Do you support requiring employers to provide paid vacation, sick, and safe leave like other countries do? 

Yes, I do and its time for the United States to catch up. 
 

 

A set of Supreme Court decisions allow corporations to be treated as persons, and money as speech. Do 
you support an amendment to end corporate personhood and corporate electioneering? 

Yes I do support amendment to end corporate personhood and corporate electioneering. 
 

 

Here in Washington, the consequences of the climate crisis may result in reduced snowpack and a 
worsening of the pine beetle infestation. As a member of Congress, what public policy will you work for, to 
reduce emissions and penalize pollution? 

Alternative energy is way past the training wheel process it has well  proven that this is  no more just an 
option renewable energy resources have to  become the most important option if we plan on leaving this 
planet for generations to come. WA. State Rep. Gael  Tarleton initiatives like E2223 and others are still 
trying to wake up the citizens of this earth in 2018. I know that nothing can be achieve with a sick planet. 
There will be no type of business or living will slightly be feasible or whatever it is that motivates you. As 
your next Senator I will protect the environment. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Media concentration and consolidation in the United States is a problem that just keeps getting worse. Most 
of the movie studios, publishing houses, TV stations, newspapers, and major Internet properties in the U.S. 
are owned by a handful of firms. The FCC and DOJ keep signing off on mergers that make big media 
bigger. What should Congress do to reverse this harmful trend?  

What can congress do . We now have a president that thinks like a dictator as you can tell how he's trying 
to block The Washington Post merger. We got to stop this from continuing on when one person thinks that 
they have all the power. 
 
 

 

What ideas can you offer to make the U.S. government more open, transparent, and responsive to the 
American people? Are you committed to disclosing your meetings with lobbyists, if elected?   

Yes I have nothing to hide. There has been plenty of examples of closed meetings with foreign leaders 
making back door deals. As we all know. 
 
 
 

 

What do you hope to accomplish if you are elected? What are your priorities?  



 

 

 
 
I will be looking for other elected officials who share the same reform’ passion. Amending and improving  a 
better way of life for our country correcting the social injustice tax reform immigration foreign and domestic 
security these are all very important things for our country. I have a lot of work ahead of me as your 
congressman  I know and I will remember who I work for and that's my country politicians have the 
tendency to get to the office and believe that the country works for us the people have no say believe me I 
will always be available to any citizens in the United States. 
 
 
 

 

Mass shootings have become a national epidemic. What do you see as being the root causes of this 
problem, and if elected, what concrete steps would you take to battle this problem?  

I would love to discuss this in a private or even a public form. My campaign will be holding Town meetings 
across the state in regards to gun reform and mental illness and tougher safety laws.   Too many of my 
ideas have been advanced forward while I am not giving the credit for. 
 
 

 
 

I affirm that all the information provided in response to this questionnaire is true, complete and 
correct, to the best of my ability, and that no relevant matter has been omitted. 

Signature  
Date: 

Printed Name Don L Rivers 
 

04/17/2018
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